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Situation
According to the Idaho Traffic Collision 2011 Report, 26,241 traffic collisions totaling $1.6 billion occurred 
in 2011. Drivers between the ages of 20 and 34 represented a major percentage of drivers involved in 
those traffic collisions. Although they comprised 27% of all licensed drivers, they accounted for 34% of all 
collision-involved drivers and 35% of drivers involved in fatal or injury collisions. Indeed, traffic officers 
issued 154,649 traffic tickets in 2011. Half of the traffic violations were basic rule/speeding violations.

For most students, being involved in a traffic collision is depressing. The consequences of these matters 
vary from affecting grades to dropping out of school. Most collisions are avoidable; therefore I want to try 
to introduce a two-hour Defensive Driving Course (DDC) offered at eight different times for State College 
students.

Goal 
The goal of the DDC is to improve students’ driving skills.

Method
Teach four workshops each spring and fall semester. All students are welcome, but students who often have 
traffic collisions or violation tickets will have priority. The best way to illustrate the concepts of defensive 
driving is through hands-on driving exercises. To keep costs low, we will use a combination of discussion 
and video instruction. DDC is not new to Idaho. Many state employees attended an approved DDC during 
the past three years. After taking the DDC, state employee accident rates have declined, resulting in lower 
liability premiums for state agencies.

Budget
Each DDC will cost $220 ($1760 for all eight workshops). The cost covers instructor honorariums, course 
materials, audio-visual equipment fees, refreshments, and advertising.

Benefits
Conducting the DDC at State College will be a benefit to everyone in King County:

•	 Enhance participants’ life and safety skills
•	 Reduce the human tragedy and property loss caused by motor vehicle accidents
•	 Increase the number of safe drivers in the county
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