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Take information from the book’s title page and copyright page (on the reverse

side of the title page), not from the book’s cover or a library catalog.

Author. List the last name first, followed by a comma, the first name,

and the middle initial (if given). End with a period. For multiple authors,

see model 2.

Title. Italicize the title and any subtitle; capitalize all major words. End

with a period. (See 44c for more on capitalizing titles.)

City of publication. If more than one city is given, use the first one

listed. For foreign cities that may be unfamiliar to your readers, add an

abbreviation of the country or province (Cork, Ire.). Follow it with a colon.

Publisher. Give a shortened version of the publisher’s name (Harper for

HarperCollins Publishers; Harcourt for Harcourt Brace; Oxford UP for

Oxford University Press). Follow it with a comma.

Year of publication. Consult the copyright page. If more than one

copyright date is given, use the most recent one. End with a period.

Medium of publication. End with the medium (Print) followed by 

a period.

For a book by one author, use the following format:

Last name, First name. Title of book. City: Publisher, Year.

A citation for the book on p. 441 would look like this:

AUTHOR TITLE AND SUBTITLE CITY

Twitchell, James B. Living It Up: America’s Love Affair with Luxury. New York:
PUBL. YEAR MEDIUM

Simon, 2002. Print.

For more on using MLA style to cite books, see pp. 436–44. (For guidelines and

models for using APA style, see pp. 486–90; for Chicago style, see pp. 514–15; for

CSE style, see pp. 532–34.)
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