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Introduction to the CLAST

Essay and Grammar Skills
Using this Booklet

PART ONE. The Essay Subtest
The Ten-Forty-Ten Rule
Narrowing the Subject and Generating Ideas
Writing the Thesis and a Rough Outline
Writing the Draft
The Introductory Paragraph
The Body Paragraphs
The Concluding Paragraph
Editing and Proofreading
Scoring the Essay
Practice Scoring
Summary

PART TWO. The English Language
Skills Subtest
Demonstrating Effective Word Choice
a) Using Words with Appropriate
Denotations and Connotations
b) Choosing Appropriate Language:
Avoiding Inappropriate Use of Slang,
Jargon, Clichés, and Pretentious Language
¢) Replacing Wordy Phrases

Using Conventional Sentence Structure

a) Placing Modifiers Appropriately

b) Creating Coordinate and Subordinate

Structures

¢) Creating and Maintaining Parallel Structures
Finding Errors in Passages

Passage A

Passage B

Corrected Passage A

Corrected Passage B

Answer Key
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d) Identifying Fragments, Comma Splices,
and Fused Sentences
Employing Effective Sentence Structure
a) Varying Sentence Structures
b) Avoiding Overuse of Passive Constructions

Observing the Conventions of Standard
American English Grammar and Usage

a) Using Standard Verb Forms
b) Maintaining Subject-Verb and
Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
¢) Understanding Pronoun Case
d) Maintaining a Consistent Point of View
e) Using Adjectives and Adverbs
f) Recognizing Shifts in Tense
g) Making Logical Comparisons
Using Standard Practice for Spelling,
Punctuation, and Capitalization
Spelling
Punctuation
Capitalization

PART THREE. Practice with
CLAST-Type Tests

Sample CLAST Essay Subtest

Sample English Language Skills Subtest A

Passage 1

Passage 11

Answer Sheet: Sample English Language Skills
Subtest A

Answer Key: Sample English Language Skills
Subtest A

Corrected Passage 1

Corrected Passage 11

Sample English Language Skills Subtest B
Passage 111

Passage 1V

Answer Sheet: Sample English Language Skills
Subtest B

Answer Key: Sample English Language Skills
Subtest B

Corrected Passage 111
Corrected Passage IV
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